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-HIIHUVRQ0DUNHW&RXUWKRXVHLQWKHHDUO\V IURPWKH1DWLRQDO3DUN6HUYLFH2I¿FHRI$UFKHRORJ\DQG+LVWRULF3UHVHUYDWLRQ¶V
+LVWRULF$PHULFDQ%XLOGLQJV6XUYH\RI

Renewing “the Best Loved of all Village Landmarks” 1
The Jefferson Market Branch of the New York Public Library is one of the most recognizable and beloved
EXLOGLQJVLQ*UHHQZLFK9LOODJH,WLVZLGHO\WKRXJKWWREHRQHRIWKH¿QHVW9LFWRULDQ*RWKLFEXLOGLQJVLQWKH
United States. In 1885 a panel of American architects sponsored by American Architect and Building News
YRWHGLWWKH¿IWKEHVWEXLOGLQJLQ$PHULFD
Today the building is prized not only as an outstanding example of civic design, but also as the site of one
of the earliest adaptive re-use projects in the United States -- a transformative event in the preservation
movement. Given this context, the current exterior restoration project sought to preserve both these stages
of the building’s evolution as being historically important.
Built originally as the Third Judicial District Courthouse from 1874 to 1877, the structure was designed
E\DUFKLWHFW)UHGHULFN&ODUNH:LWKHUVRIWKH¿UPRI9DX[DQG:LWKHUV$WRQHWLPHLWZDVSDUWRIDODUJHU
FRPSOH[RIEXLOGLQJVZKLFK¿OOHGWKHEORFNEXWQRZRQO\WKHIRUPHU&RXUWKRXVHUHPDLQV
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The Courthouse’s High Victorian Gothic design made use of polychrome materials – red and black brick,
granite, buff sandstone trim and variegated roof slates. Its remarkable and varied stone ornamentation
includes gargoyles, the seal of New York City, a tympanum depicting a scene from The Merchant of Venice,
DQGSDQHOVRIGHOLFDWHÀRUDOSDWWHUQVDPRQJPDQ\RWKHUGHWDLOV7KHEXLOGLQJDOVRIHDWXUHVVWDLQHGJODVV
windows and a fountain decorated with birds and animals.
7KHFRXUWKRXVHZDVDEXV\RQHVRPXFKVRWKDWWKHFRXQWU\¶V¿UVWQLJKWFRXUWEHJDQWKHUH$PRQJWKRVH
arraigned there was Harry K. Thaw, the murderer of celebrity architect Stanford White. Mae West also
came before the court on obscenity charges arising from her Broadway play Sex.
The building ceased to function as a courthouse in 1945 and was slated for demolition in 1958. A group
of community preservationists campaigned to have the building converted into a library, and eventually the
New York Public Library agreed to the plan. In 1961, architect Giorgio Cavaglieri was selected to restore
the exterior and redesign the building’s interior for its new use. Cavaglieri prided himself on combining new
and old design. The restoration is estimated to have cost $1.4 million, or $10.8 million in today’s dollars. The
library opened in 1967 but, facing budget cutbacks in 1974, the Library’s Board of Trustees voted to close
the branch. Once again there was a public outcry and the decision was rescinded one month later. The
Jefferson Market Branch Library continues to serve the community. It is known for such resources as its
special collection of books on the history of New York City and Greenwich Village in particular.
The building is within the Greenwich Village Historic District, created by the New York City Landmarks
Conservancy in 1969. The building was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1972 and was
declared a National Historic Landmark in 1977, both under the name “Third Judicial District Courthouse.”
The building received further exterior restoration in 1994 by architect Joseph Pell Lombardi.
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$YHQXHRIWKH$PHULFDVSULRUWRUHVWRUDWLRQ

The recent exterior restoration, completed in 2013, was overseen by the New York City Department of Design and
Construction. Funding was provided through the New York City Capital Budget and appropriations by the New York
&LW\&RXQFLODQG7KH2I¿FHRIWKH0D\RU7KHVFRSHRIZRUNKDGWREHDGMXVWHGVHYHUDOWLPHVRYHUWKHFRXUVHRI
the project owing to the recessionary state of the economy, but the end result was an integral step in revitalizing and
protecting an architectural treasure. A wide range of building elements was addressed as part of this restoration
including:
 pressed brick masonry
 Ohio sandstone ornamentation
 FRSSHUDQGVODWHURR¿QJ
 copper gutters and leaders
 the iconic tower’s balcony railings and clock faces
 structural issues
The project is further detailed in the pages which follow. As a result of the DDC’s informed stewardship, and the
efforts of a team of capable professionals, the architectural and community heritage embodied in the Jefferson Market
%UDQFKKDVEHHQSUHVHUYHGDQGHQKDQFHGIRUWKHEHQH¿WRIOLEUDU\SDWURQVWKH*UHHQZLFK9LOODJHFRPPXQLW\DQG
the many visitors to this world-renowned historic district.
Sources: New York Public Library website; Wikipedia; New York Times, “The Jefferson Market Courthouse; A Stopped Clock Sired
WKH3UHVHUYDWLRQ0RYHPHQW1DWLRQDO3DUN6HUYLFH2I¿FHRI$UFKHRORJ\DQG+LVWRULF3UHVHUYDWLRQ¶V+LVWRULF$PHULFDQ%XLOGLQJV
6XUYH\RI683(56758&785(6¶([WHULRU,QYHVWLJDWLRQ5HSRUWGDWHG'HFHPEHU7KH0XQLFLSDO(QJLQHHUV-RXUQDO
9ROXPH,,,,,³-HIIHUVRQ0DUNHW/LEUDU\5HVWRUDWLRQ´
 *UHHQZLFK9LOODJH6RFLHW\IRU+LVWRULF3UHVHUYDWLRQ
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Stone Ornamentation

One of the glories of the Library’s façade is the extensive Ohio sandstone
ornamentation. The sandstone was found to be crumbling in many places
due to age, weathering, and pollution. Though the condition of the stone
varied widely, with some in perfect condition after 140 years, even some of
the sandstone that did not appear deteriorated crumbled away when tapped.
The goal was to keep the original material wherever possible, so extensive
re-carving was done in place by skilled artisans to match the original as
PXFKDVSRVVLEOHDQGSUHVHUYHWKHVHQVHRIGH¿QLWLRQ:KHUHVWRQHUHplacement was deemed necessary, for instance the City seal, replacement
pieces were carved out of the same Ohio sandstone used originally.

7RSOHIW'HWHULRUDWHGVWRQHEHIRUHUHVWRUDWLRQ%RWWRPOHIW6WRQHRUQDPHQWDIWHUUHFDUYLQJ7RSULJKW5HFDUYLQJVWRQHLQSODFH
%RWWRPFHQWHU'HWHULRUDWHGVWRQHEHIRUH
Bottom right: Newly carved stone ornament
UHSODFHVKLJKO\HURGHGRULJLQDOFDUYLQJ
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Stone Ornamentation (continued)

5HWRROLQJDQGKRQLQJDGGUHVVHGWKHSUHYDOHQWÀDNLQJRIDVKODUVWRQH
Dutchmen were used where spalling was more substantial. Dozens of cleaning techniques were tested for removing the existing staining on the building’s stonework. On analysis the staining was determined to be a combination of ferrous oxide leaching (rusting) from the interior of the stone, staining
from pollutants and possibly previous conservation treatments. Much of the
staining was removed but it was not possible to remove all of it.

Top left: Worn sandstone gable ornament
EHIRUH7RSULJKW5HSODFHPHQWVDQGVWRQH
JDEOHRUQDPHQW%RWWRPOHIW0DWFKLQJWRROHG
VDQGVWRQH%RWWRPFHQWHU6DQGVWRQH
RUQDPHQWEHIRUH%RWWRPOHIW6DQGVWRQH
RUQDPHQWDIWHU
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Brick Masonry

One of the signature design elements on the façade of the Library is the
deep-red Philadelphia brick which provides appealing contrast with the lightcolored sandstone ornamentation. Brick masonry restoration included spot
repointing and cleaning of the brick. Badly deteriorated bricks were replaced
in kind.

7RSOHIW'HWHULRUDWHGEULFNEHIRUH7RSULJKW
0DWFKLQJEULFNLQNLQG%RWWRPOHIW%ULFN
VSDOOLQJ%RWWRPFHQWHU%ULFNRQWRZHUGXULQJUHSODFHPHQW%RWWRPULJKW%ULFNDIWHU
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Structural Engineering

The project addressed several structural issues. Among them was the main
WRZHU¶V¿QLDOZKLFKGXHWRVWUXFWXUDOGHWHULRUDWLRQZDVQRWSURSHUO\VXSported to resist wind loads. In order to secure it, copper cladding at the top
RIWKHVODWHURRIKDGWREHRSHQHGXSVRWKDWWKH¿QLDOFRXOGEHWLHGEDFNWR
the tower substructure. Accessing the work was its own design challenge:
an elaborate pipe scaffolding was erected around the top of the tower, supported by the tower itself.

7RSOHIW7RZHUFDSGXULQJUHVWRUDWLRQ7RS
right: Scaffolding allowing work to be done
RQWRZHUFDSDQG¿QLDO%RWWRPOHIWDQGFHQWHU1HZO\IDEULFDWHGFRSSHU¿QLDORQWRZHU
FDSGXULQJUHVWRUDWLRQ%RWWRPOHIW,QWHULRU
RIWRZHUFDS
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Structural Engineering (continued)

The main gable at the east elevation had displaced over time. Stone
anchors and tension rods were installed to ensure the gable’s and roof
diaphragm’s structural stability. The entryway gable had also displaced over
time due to lack of proper ties to the building substructure. The scope
included rebuilding the displaced stonework and installing structural ties.

Top left: Main gable being strapped to
VXEVWUXFWXUH7RSULJKW0DLQJDEOHDIWHU
VWDELOL]DWLRQ%RWWRPOHIWDQGERWWRPFHQWHU
(QWU\JDEOHGXULQJUHFRQVWUXFWLRQ
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Roofs and Finials

Spot repairs to the slate roof were performed, including replacing missing
DQGEURNHQVODWHVWKURXJKRXW7KHH[LVWLQJÀDWVKHHWPHWDOURRIZDVUHSODFHGZLWKDQHZÀDWVHDPFRSSHUURRI
7KH¿QLDOEDVHVZHUHVSDOOLQJDQGEUHDNLQJXSEHFDXVHRIWKHFRUURVLRQRI
WKH¿QLDOLURQZRUN1HZVWRQHEORFNVZHUHLQVWDOOHGDQGWKH¿QLDOVZHUHUHset. Finials were restored as necessary off site. The drawing on the following
page details additional repairs to sandstone and iron elements of various of
WKHPDQ\¿QLDOVRQWKHEXLOGLQJ

7RSOHIW6ODWHURRIEHIRUH%RWWRPOHIW6ODWH
URRIDIWHU%RWWRPFHQWHU)LQLDOEHIRUHUHVWRUDWLRQ%RWWRPULJKW5HVWRUHG¿QLDOEDVH
7RSULJKW)LQLDODIWHU
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Tower Railing and Clock Faces

The wrought iron balcony railing on the tower was removed and repaired
offsite by an ironworker and then remounted.
Restoration and repair of the clock faces was carried out by a specialist in
clock restoration. In the 1960s it was a campaign to get the clock running
again which initiated the eventually successful movement to save the building itself.

7RSOHIW'HWDLORIFORFNIDFHLQWHULRUEHIRUH
restoration: Top right: Clock face after resWRUDWLRQ%RWWRPOHIW'HWHULRUDWHGZURXJKW
LURQUDLOLQJ%RWWRPFHQWHU1HZVXSSRUWVLQ
UHVWRUHGUDLOLQJ%RWWRPULJKW5DLOLQJDIWHU
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Gutters and Leaders

The existing gutters and leaders (downspouts) were highly deteriorated.
They were replaced in kind with new copper. In some cases the interior leaders were experiencing ongoing leaking and were deteriorating the building’s
interior stonework, so leaking leaders were removed to the outside of the
building.

Top left and bottom left: Gutters and leaders
EHIRUH%RWWRPFHQWHUDQGULJKW1HZFRSSHU
JXWWHUVGXULQJLQVWDOODWLRQ7RSULJKW*XWWHU
DQGOHDGHUDIWHU

ET
RE
ST

New York Public Library

Jefferson Market Branch Library
Exterior Restoration
425 Sixth Avenue
New York, NY 10011

LNC3JMADA(3)

30-30 THOMSON AVENUE
LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101

6TH AVENUE

W
H
0T
.1

KEY PLAN

NOTE:
Drawings shall not be scaled; existing
building dimensions given for reference
only and shall be verified in field by
bidder and contractor

SUPER STRUCTURES

SUPER STRUCTURES

Windows

7KHEXLOGLQJ¶VDOXPLQXPIUDPHZLQGRZVUHSUHVHQWVLJQL¿FDQWDOWHUDWLRQVWKDW
were made to the building in the 1960s by architect Giorgio Cavaglieri when
he converted the building from a derelict courthouse building to a branch of
the NYC Public Library. The intent of the current restoration was to preserve
the windows rather than replace them. Some maintenance was required on
several of these very large, substantial, solidly built windows to restore operability, as they had not been rehabilitated in quite some time. At the basement level aluminum windows were replaced to match the existing. Stained
glass windows affected by the stone mullion repairs were removed, restored
off site and reinstalled at completion of stone restoration work.

Top left: Stained glass windows after restoraWLRQV7RSULJKWERWWRPOHIWDQGFHQWHU$OXPLQXPZLQGRZVGDWLQJIURPWKHVZHUH
UHSDLUHGDVQHFHVVDU\
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DDC Project Director, Libraries Program Unit, Structures Division: Flora Tashibi
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Jefferson Market Library, January 3, 2014

